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Overcoming Hopelessness (Lk 24)
Jesus is dead and buried. Two disciples are on the way to the village Emmaus. They 

are very sad. Then they meet a stranger. It is Jesus, but they don’t recognise him. They 

tell him what has happened to Jesus. The stranger comforts them. When they come to 

Emmaus, they ask him: “Soon it will be evening. Stay with us!” The disciples invite the 

stranger to eat with them. The stranger takes bread and says a prayer. He breaks the 

bread into pieces and gives it to them. Then the disciples realise: “This is Jesus!” At that 

moment, he disappears. Quickly, the disciples run back to Jerusalem. The other disciples 

should also know: Jesus lives!
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To hope for God’s new world (The New Jerusalem, Rev 21-22) 
John receives a vision of the future from God. He writes: God’s new world is the new 

Jerusalem. The city will glitter with gold and precious stones. God will be with the peo-

ple and wipe away their tears. No-one is again ill, alone or sad. There is no more evil or 

injustice. In God’s new world the sun shines for all people.
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worldwide surprise – a campaign with and for children

worldwide surprise

By exchanging self-made gifts, children’s groups come into contact and get to know 

each other. The campaign combines fun with intercultural learning and international 

sharing. It provides children with the opportunity to widen their cultural horizons and to 

promote the idea of a more equitable world.

The meaning of partnership

Through involvement in church partnerships, children learn from a young age about 

solidarity, as well as sisterly and brotherly cooperation, as part of a worldwide commu-

nity. They grow up connected to each other (Eph. 4, 15). Campaigns, like “Reading the 

bible through the eyes of another“ or WORLDWIDE SURPRISE, help children to encoun-

ter each other at the same level – despite different life conditions. Partnership makes it 

possible to commit together for a better world.

An example of how it functions

A puppet in pink dress and a little sack full of cloves – to receive this was a great joy for 

the children in a in Ober-Olm, a village in Germany. At a children’s bible day, the Sunday 

School leader handed over the surprises. He also showed photos from the kindergarten 

in Tomohon, Indonesia, of the children and their surroundings. Through the accompa-

nying letter, they learned that cloves are a typical spice that grows in Indonesia. Thrilled 

by the surprise, the children in Ober-Olm also began to do their own handicrafts. Beau-

tiful, colourful ‘Wichtel’ hand puppets were created that the children sent on the way to 

their new friends in Indonesia. A first contact is made!
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worldwide surprise

A life-saver for our world

A short reflection on the text, suggestions for discussion and further ideas on ‘creation’ can be found on page 4. 

Working creatively with “Created to live together“ (Genesis 1-2)

The bible says that it is our task as people to help care for creation. In your immediate 

natural surroundings, what amazes you or causes you to marvel? What would you like 

to protect the most in nature? This life-saver, with four sections, is only a model, which 

you can illustrate in a different way. Draw/paint it onto a large piece of paper, and then  

 

fill it in with all the things that come to mind - you can draw/paint or write in your 

thoughts.

The life-savers are then presented in the group. Next, they are cut out and glued or 

strung together to make a large garland, as a symbol of the children’s joint efforts.
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worldwide surprise

A gate of a better world

Working creatively with “To hope for God’s new world“ 

(The new Jerusalem, Rv. 21-22)

The bible says that God holds open the gate for us to his new world. What do you hope 

for when you think about the future of the world? In the open gate, draw/paint or write 

down your thoughts.

The children speak about their gates in the group. The gate is cut out. Children all over 

the world can then paste these ‘surprises’ onto cardboard and with it illustrate the city, 

which is talked about in the Bible, with ‘gates of hope’ from other children.

A short reflection on the text, suggestions for discussion and further ideas on ‘God’s new world’ can be found on page 7.
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worldwide surprise

How to join in and be a part of the worldwide surprise campaign

Step by Step:

1. You have heard of the campaign and would like to

a) involve children in an already existing partnership	

b) begin or have a contact, but do not have a partner

2. Arrange a craftwork session in your Sunday School, kindergarten or primary school. 

Use the materials and designs in this workbook; speak about Germany or invite someone 

who can speak about another country.

3. The children engage in the handicrafts, making something for their new partner: from 

the workbook or something typical from their country. 

4. Write a letter to the partner group, where you make it clear you would be very happy 

to receive a reply.

5. Put together a small package with the ‘surprises’ and a letter that tells about your 

group. According to if you have a partner or if you are looking for a partner, address the 

letter: 

a) to your existing partnership group. 

b) to WORLDWIDE SURPRISE (if you are looking for a partner group in Germany or 

Switzerland, please do not forget to write down your own address. We will then look for 

a children’s group, so that your children receive an appropriate response).

6. Take the package to be posted or ask someone travelling to Germany if they can 

take it for you (ask in the church or in the local/regional church offices if this possibility 

exists).

7. The children in Germany really look forward to receiving a ‘surprise’ from overseas – 

and you can also get excited about receiving a reply!

You can receive further information from:

worldwide surprise

Vogelsangstr. 62 

70197 Stuttgart

Germany

info@weltweit-wichteln.org

www.worldwide-surprise.org
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Creative Ideas

Creative Ideas: How to work with the pages from Make-Your-Own Children‘s Bible

The Children’s Bible pages offer a simple recounting of biblical stories as 

well as key texts, like the Sermon on the Mount. Symbols, landscapes and 

backgrounds and sketched faces are used to stimulate creative expression. 

Children are then able, at the end, to hold in their hands their very own 

children’s Bible.

In the children’s Bible you can:

!	Paint/draw with pencils and crayons, felt pens, wax crayons, watercolours – figurative or abstract

!	Use natural materials for glueing, e.g. leaves (Tree), pressed flowers, straw (crib), sand sheets (desert), 

	 simple cloth/ fabric for clothes/decorating and woollen thread (clothes, scenes) 

!	Coloured, glossy or tracing paper to use for making people, symbols or backgrounds/landscapes 

!	Make a Collage with pictures from newspapers or use your own photos 

!	Sketch and illustrate a Bible comic.

You can also glue things in:

!	Photos or a photo feature of a role-play/ theatre piece, from painted or clay scenes, 

	 from biblical miniature figures, Pictures that were already drawn by yourself

!	Scenes or figures out of the children’s Bible itself

!	Art Pictures (postcards), sculptures ...

!	 Illustrations from books etc. about the archaeology/geography of the bible lands

!	Songs that go with the Bible stories (e.g. “When Israel was in Egypt’s Land, Let my people go …”)

You can write in: 

!	your own song or rap lyrics to the Bible story

!	Meditative texts, like a prayer or a psalm, or words from the Bible that you have decoratively rewritten 

!	Scenes or figures out of the children’s Bible itself

!	Summeries of a Bible story

Umschlaginnenseite (vierfarbig)

Angel and Maria (Lk 1)

Jesus from a Child in Ghana

Moses (Exodus 3)

Jesus from a Child in Germany




